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Shep: A Common Core Canid
GRADES K-2 STANDARDS
Standard 1 Questions (Key Ideas and Details)
* Where does this story take place?

* What was Shep’s job in life?

* When was Shep born?

* When does the story take place?

* How does Shep end up alone?

Standard 2 Questions (Key Ideas and Details)
* What is the main point of this book? (or What is this story about?)

* What are the things you remember best about this book?

* Name one thing that happens that has nothing to do with Shep?

* How did Shep get to be famous?

* What did someone feed Shep as a treat?

* How did Steve McSweeney find out Shep had died?

Standard 3 Questions (Key Ideas and Details)
* Besides his master, who were the most important people in Shep’s life?

* How did Steve McSweeney get to know Shep?

* What did Tony Schanche and Steve’s dad Pat McSweeney have in common?

* At the time Shep lived, was anything else happening that made people especially happy to hear about a loyal dog?

* Who did Shep belong to?
Standard 4 Questions (Craft and Structure)
* Are there any other words for “sheep” in this book? (page 6)
* What do you think “glorious” means? How do you know—or how would you know if you didn’t already know? (page 8)
* What do you think a “buckboard” is? How do you know? (page 10)
* What’s a “hobo”? What is another word for them used in the book? (page 11)
* What do you think “disembarked” means? (page 12)

* “Scavenged”? (page 15)

* What is another word the author uses for “thin”? (page 15)

* What do you think “coax” means? (page 17) “Frantically?” (page 19)

Standard 5 Questions (Craft and Structure)
* Is there anything in this book that helps you understand the story better? 

(Illustrations, Epilogue, “Telling Shep’s Story”

* Why are some words in italics? Is there more than one reason?
Standard 6 Questions (Craft and Structure)
* Who wrote this book? Who painted the pictures?

* What is the main point of this book?

* Do the illustrations tell a different story than the words? How, or why not?

* Name some things you learn from the pictures that aren’t in the text?

Standard 7 Questions (Integration of Knowledge and Ideas)
* Do the illustrations help you get to know Shep and the people better than the words alone?

* What can you tell about the people in this book by looking at the pictures?
* What can you tell about when this story takes place by looking at the pictures?
* Do the pictures make it possible for the author to use fewer words? How?

Standard 8 Questions (Integration of Knowledge and Ideas)
* How does the author support the sentence “But no one could replace Shep’s Master.”? (page 16)
* How does the author support the sentence “Shep’s story streaked across America.”? (page 21)
Standard 9 Questions (Integration of Knowledge and Ideas)
* Contrast and compare Shep—Our Most Loyal Dog with Hachiko: The True Story of a Loyal Dog by Pamela S. Turner.

* How is the setting in Hachiko different from Shep? How are they the same?
* When do you think Hachiko takes place? How can you tell?
* Do the authors of these two books tell the stories from the same point of view?

* Read the author’s notes in Hachiko and Shep. Which parts of these stories are true? Which are fiction?

* Flip through the pages of Hachiko quickly. Do you notice a pattern to the art? Why do you think the illustrator did that?

* Which book gives you a greater sense of place from the illustrations and text? Which one focuses more on just the story of the dog?
Standard 10 Questions (Range of Reading; Level of Text Complexity)
* Other Book Suggestions:
